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RECOMMENDATION 
 
Recommend that 1) the City implement a program of arts education awards to recognize 
excellence among programs and individuals that provide quality arts education to public school 
students in San Jose; and 2) the chair of the Arts Commission write to the Mayor and City 
Council on behalf of the Commission urging that improvement in arts education for San Jose 
schoolchildren become an ongoing part of the business of the City-Schools collaborative 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The City has long advocated for arts education as an essential pillar in the educational foundation 
of children. It has been involved in the direct delivery of arts education opportunities since at 
least the late 1970s when the City, with the support of the then Fine Arts Commission, developed 
and implemented Arts Education Week. That week-long concentration of school-day arts 
activities for children evolved into Arts Express, an arts exposure program that presently serves 
15,000–20,000 children in grades 4–12 throughout the school year. Over the years, Arts Express 
has been accompanied by a number of pilot projects and ongoing programs that have sought to 
ameliorate, in some small measure, the general absence of arts education from San Jose public 
schools. These included the incorporation of arts enrichment workshops for children in San Jose 
After School, the City’s extensive after-school program. However, most of these efforts were 
small in scale and modest in reach, especially when compared to the community need. 
 
The Arts Commission placed a renewed focus on arts education in 2006 when it conducted two 
retreats entirely on the subject, one a daylong retreat on arts education in May and the other a 
half-day retreat in October to follow up on the work of the first retreat. 
 
In the meantime, City staff has commissioned an independent assessment of the existing arts 
education programs for which the Office of Cultural Affairs is responsible. That assessment is in 
its final stage and should be completed by mid-May. 
 
Although there remains considerable fact-finding, discussion and deliberation before 
recommendations can be developed and considered as to whether the City should play a different 
role with respect to arts education than it has in the past and does presently, the Arts 
Commission, having a consensus that a greater public spotlight should be thrown on the subject, 












	RECOMMENDATION
	BACKGROUND
	ANALYSIS

