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 TO: ARTS COMMISSION FROM: Paul Krutko 
 
 SUBJECT: PUBLIC ART MASTER PLAN DATE: February 8, 2007 
              
 
                        Council District:  City-Wide
        
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Review and recommend that the City Council adopt the amended Public Art Master Plan 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
In January, 2006, the Office of Cultural Affairs (OCA) embarked on the development of a new 
Public Art Master Plan.  Stimulated by the 2005 Public Art Audit, by anticipated changes in San 
José’s capital funding, and by the City’s Economic Development Strategy, OCA developed a 
Scope of Work for a Public Art Master Plan Consultant, issued a Request for Qualifications, and 
hired the firm of Brown & Keener Bressi and their associates, the Via Partnership, public art 
planners, to develop the plan.  The team has been assisted by a Steering Committee that includes 
representatives from the business and development community, community representatives from 
each Council District, arts and cultural leaders, San José Redevelopment Agency and City 
Department representatives.  On December 13, 2007, the Arts Commission recommended that 
City Council adopt the Public Art Master Plan with one revision and charged staff with 
incorporating the revision and making such changes as necessary to complete the draft for 
presentation to City Council. 
 
ANALYSIS 
 
Since December, 2006, OCA staff has been reviewing the Public Art Master Plan with internal 
City staff.  The basic philosophical approach to the Plan remains the same. However, there are 
several changes to the funding strategy that require Arts Commission review and approval.  The 
funding changes will provide a more flexible source of pooled funding to the Public Art Program 
and greatly simplify the way the public art funds are calculated by City departments and the 
Redevelopment Agency. 
 
The basic premise is that for City projects, instead of applying 2% of the construction budget 
(i.e., not including land acquisition) for "eligible construction projects", all construction projects 
in the City’s CIP will set aside 1% of their entire budget, including land acquisition.  This 
allocation will not apply to non-construction projects (such as studies), projects that are primarily 
rehabilitation or maintenance of existing facilities, or affordable housing.  Projects where art 
allocations are already programmed or appropriated (such as the Airport and Library Bond 
projects) would not be affected by the proposed change.  This revised framework will simplify 
the budgeting and accounting of these funds. 
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